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as compared to when the Democrats
were running the show, pushing for so-
cialized medicine, and pushing and
passing the largest tax increase in the
history of the country, pushing for all
kinds of new regulations on the Amer-
ican families and businesses.

Republicans got in there, worked for
balancing the budget. Now for the first
time since 1969 the budget is balanced.

Medicare reform. 1995, when the
trustees said Medicare was going
broke, went in and on a bipartisan
basis saved and protected Medicare.

And on the economy, by slowing
down the rate of growth in government
the economy has moved, and here is an
indication of it where the Dow Jones
industrial average in 1994 was at 3800.
By 1998 it had gone towards the 9,000
level. That means lots of new jobs for
American workers, and that shows
what kind of a difference the ballot box
can make.

f

DISCRIMINATION AGAINST AFRI-
CAN AMERICAN AND MINORITY
FARMERS ACKNOWLEDGED BY
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

(Ms. MCKINNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. MCKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
on behalf of a forgotten component of
today’s farm debate, the African Amer-
ican and other minority farmers.

Mr. Speaker, this Congress is work-
ing at revealing speed to fashion a
package of disaster assistance for our
Nation’s farmers, only some of our
most needy farmers do not qualify, and
more do not even know about it. The
President has requested $7.1 billion in
emergency relief for Congress to con-
sider, and we have heard the moving
testimonials about low prices and dev-
astating drought.

However, African American and mi-
nority farmers have borne a weight
even more severe than heavy debt and
poor harvesting, that of discrimination
and racism. This discrimination has
been acknowledged by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and Secretary
Glickman personally told me that this
issue was a priority for his office. Now
unfortunately even the Inspector Gen-
eral of USDA indicts Secretary Glick-
man as the culprit in the lack of relief
for America’s minority farmers.

I say no farm relief unless minority
farmers and African American farmers
are included.

f

REPUBLICANS HAVE WON THE
WAR OF IDEAS

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, balancing
the budget, cutting taxes and reform-
ing the welfare system, those are
things of which both Democrats and
Republicans are very proud. I remem-
ber that in speech after speech over the

last several months people have said,
‘‘Gosh, why do you all let Bill Clinton
take credit for balancing the budget,
cutting taxes and reforming welfare?’’
And I am reminded of that great, great
sign that appeared on President Ronald
Reagan’s desk in which said:

‘‘There is no limit to what you can
do as long as you don’t care who gets
the credit.’’

Mr. Speaker, it is very clear that we
as Republicans have, in fact, won the
war of ideas. We, in fact, have been the
ones who for years have been advocat-
ing balancing the federal budget, cut-
ting taxes and reforming our welfare
system.

So while Democrats and Republicans
alike can take credit for it, I am par-
ticularly proud that it was our party,
the Republicans, who consistently ar-
gued that for years, and we are today
enjoying the benefits of those very im-
portant policies.

f

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 4194,
DEPARTMENTS OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS AND HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND
INDEPENDENT AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 1999

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 574 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 574
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider the
conference report to accompany the bill
(H.R. 4194) making appropriations for the De-
partments of Veterans Affairs and Housing
and Urban Development, and for sundry
independent agencies, boards, commissions,
corporations, and offices for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 1999, and for other pur-
poses. All points of order against the con-
ference report and against its consideration
are waived. The conference report shall be
considered as read.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
UPTON). The gentleman from California
(Mr. DREIER) is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, for pur-
poses of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my very dear
friend from South Boston, Massachu-
setts (Mr. MOAKLEY), pending which I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. During consideration of this res-
olution, all time yielded is for the pur-
pose of debate only.

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, this rule
waives points of order against the con-
ference report to accompany H.R. 4194,
the VA, HUD and independent agencies
appropriations bill for fiscal year 1999.
A key element of this rule is that it
permits the inclusion in the conference
report of the public housing reform bill
that the House passed last year with
substantial bipartisan support. That
legislation will provide more flexibility

for local housing authorities and great-
er housing opportunities for the work-
ing poor. Mr. Speaker, I want to com-
mend the chairman of the Subcommit-
tee on Housing, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. LAZIO), for his success-
ful efforts in moving this good govern-
ment reform bill forward.

I would also note that the conference
report provides nearly three-quarters
of a billion dollars more than the
President requested for various veter-
ans assistance programs such as medi-
cal care and research, and at this
point, Mr. Speaker, having said that, I
am going to move into a very, very im-
portant issue here, and I am going to
take time and encourage my colleagues
to join me as we pay tribute to the guy
who has done more than almost anyone
for veterans in those areas of medical
care and research, and I am referring of
course to my great pal from Glens
Falls, New York, the distinguished
chairman who will be retiring: JERRY
SOLOMON.

Nobody has worked as aggressively
and as tirelessly on behalf of our na-
tion’s veterans and for all those pro-
grams that benefit them than JERRY
SOLOMON.

Mr. Speaker, as you know, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. SOLOMON),
as I said, will retire this year after two
long decades of very distinguished serv-
ice here in the House of Representa-
tives. During the last 8 years he served
as the top Republican on the House
Committee on Rules, and during the
last 4, as we all know, and especially
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. MOAKLEY) knows this, JERRY SOL-
OMON has served as chairman of the
committee. I know I speak for many of
his colleagues in Congress, his con-
stituents in the Adirondacks and other
parts of New York, our men and women
in uniform and the millions of veterans
who bravely serve their country when I
say that we will all miss the gentleman
from New York (Mr. SOLOMON).

Jerry was first elected to Congress as
part of the very distinguished class of
1978, which includes, of course the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGRICH),
my colleagues from California, JERRY
LEWIS and BILL THOMAS and a number
of others. But the legacy he will leave
behind is as impressive as some who
have served in this institution for gen-
erations.

Inspired, as I was, by President Ron-
ald Reagan, JERRY SOLOMON has
worked to strengthen the morale and
preparedness of our military and to
make the government fiscally respon-
sible by rooting out waste and ineffi-
ciency. He is a principal author of the
line item veto legislation that was en-
acted in the Congress in 1996. He fought
tirelessly for the defense build up of
the 1980s that led to the end of the Cold
War. At a time when the all volunteer
Army is serving our Nation well, JERRY
reminds us every year of the pending
dangers that loom on the international
horizon by his spirited advocacy of the
Selective Service program. His unques-
tioned patriotism and love of country
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